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1 need not 7 you, r the eyes c of | 
all men that day were fixed on you. 
The offices you haye held in the late, 
the great ability with which you have 
executed them, your preſent bi 
rank in the ſenate, render you moſt 
eminent and conſpicuous upon all Oe 
caſidns; ; but upon the late occaſion, * 
many circumſtances concurred to ren- 
der you more conſpicuous than ever. 
Skilled, as you are, in the conſtitution 
of the Roman republic; 3 and more 
perſectiy acquainted than any other 
man with the boundaries between the 
prerogative of the ſenate and the pri- 
vileges of the people ; j the conſtant 
enemy! of popular tribunes, formerly the 
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accuſer of this very Catiline, and the 
firſt. to give your, Age againſt him, 
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and ir dne iſe wot; you utter he 
fatal ſound, which diſhonoured our 
former conduct, ind blaſted the hope = 
: of your future uſefulneſs; In whom _ 
ſhall Rome place her confidence A ; 
4 Silanus has betrayed her? Was this a 
. time, or was this a cauſe, to deviate | 
N from the ftraight road of truth and 
juſtice, and to ſtrike into the winding- | 
paths of ſelf· intereſt? Think of the 
15 condition of the provinces. Confuſion, * 
diſorder and diſaffection to the go- 
| l vernment of Rome, prevail from one 
end to the other of her extended em- 
pire. What has inſpired ſuch unheard 
of inſolence and contempt of her au- 
thority? The factions of Rome, the 
animoſities of her ambitious ſenators, | 
and the alternate oppoſition of con- 
tending 
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of al our calamities. The ls 4 I 
laws which you made in your firſt {| 
N coonſulſhip, to ſupport and eſtabliſn the | 
ST authority of Rome, over the diſtant W | 
| provinces, were moſt. wanton and 1 
maliciouſſy repealed by the ſucoceding | Þ 

conſuls, merely to diſcredit you. 1 
| The pernicious conſequences of 15550 1 
$3] deteſtable meaſure will long be felt at. 
home and abroad, and preſerve | the | 
memory of the guilt, of Cimber and 


Metellus; ; but with what front can a: 
Silenus arraign their conduct, when be | 
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* hioal 1 on a mote 1 8 caſioty, 
betrayed the intereſt of his c u aus gg, 
Rome may ſtand, may flouriſh 1 
colonies revolt 1 provinces baer 
* though Aſia and Africk were loſt, 
Europe with all her kingdoms remains. 
But Catiline lifted his arm againſt the 
ſenate and people of Rome; the parri-: 
EM hoped, with one blow, to diſpatch 
| the tepublic, and be the heir of empire. 
{ You, Silanus, know better than any, 
man the diſtempered condition of the 
ſtſtate; and the abſolute neceſſity of . 
exterminating that peſt of his country. - 
You know that the vulgar, in general, | 
are tainted; and favour the deſigns of 
OCiutiline: that not only this city, but all 
ll Italy is all” of wicked 888 deſperate 
men, 
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Every free ate, fince the begingi 


of the world, has been overthrown be. 


| the ame bert of men, and by me 


means. 


The name of liberty 
conſtantly uſed to introduce 
neſs, and eſtabliſh tyranny. Wicker 
men are to be governed by fear alone: 
the inſtruments of faction and ſedition 
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e was hears to acquit cer © chi - 
had not Cato interpoſed and rouſed- the 
F of the ſenate, that moment had 
carried to the utmoſt pitch, the auda- 
_city of the factions 17775 l wal 
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© Sanus, from what a height art 
thou fallen, and how low is thy honour 
laid! if it bad been thought expedient 
if a few days ago, to abrogate the autho- 
. rity of the preſent conſuls, and to 

| chooſe a dictator, the univerſal voice 
of Rome would have ecchoed ther name 
of Silanus; but no ſuch voice would 
now be heard in Your favour, „ 
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influence of his: wealth, determined 
: you to act a part ſo contrary to-your - 
y duty, ſo inconſiſtent with your former 
conduct; and ſo fatal to your repu- 
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ſpeak. Tou have drawn 
upon yourſelf this 4 
3 flus known, that medley of 
____ oppoſite paſſions, that ſtra 
ture of avarice and ambition, that 
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gadbedd you 1 Or are loſt to Rome, 
and to your friends. I need ſearcely 
add, that I renounce your friendſhip 3 : 
the ſlave of Craſſus cannot be N 8 
friend of Scipio. 1 ſhall follow che 
maxims of poliey which were onoc 
your maxims; but 1 will not follow 
your example. The example of my 
anceſtors, of the Scipio's and Ami- 5 
lius's (who never knew other intereſt 
than that of their country) ſhall 5e 
mine, I foreſee the dangers af ſuch 
a plan; but if they were greater than 

they are, I deſpiſe them. I read the 
omens of the times, and deſe ry the 
ſtorm; but I will not ſhelter myſelf 
from its fury by an inglorious retreat, 
nor fly to the protection of any 
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Mean while I am reſolved to- rank 
Cato. 


their country. Their worth and au- 
thority never were more fi 
were more ſerviceable, than 
late debate concerning Catiline. By 

the eloquence of Cicero had not 
been ſupported by the conſtancy | and 
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ſhall not hear much, in our fut 
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country. You will not be fo great 
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an acquiſition to Craſſus as he ima- 
gines. Loft, as he is, to honour and 
reputation, he is inſenſible of their 
value, and does not feel what ſhocks 8 
mankind. When he bought 1907 == 
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